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commission meets on January
10, some people will be there
to argue the city should build

more market-rate housing and
ban it from low-income

neighborhoods. Many others
will be there to argue the city
should build more affordable

housing and target for
demolition neighborhoods that

are now mostly vacant and
rotting. Those opposed to

market-rate housing have a
point: There is a serious

shortage of housing in Detroit,
and there’s a serious need for
more affordable housing. But

there’s a difference between a
developer proposing a large
development that provides a
lot of new units of housing,

and a large development that
provides relatively few new

units of housing. The latter is
not necessarily a bad thing —
many Detroiters need housing
— but the former is. This was

made clear when the Land Use
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& Land Values Committee of
the Planning and Zoning

Commission held a hearing on
the subject and then voted to
move the proposed ordinance.

But it’s been pushed to the
first council meeting in

January, where it’s expected to
be debated again. The

ordinance would mandate
development that is required

to house low-income residents,
and prohibit developers from
building market-rate housing.
This doesn’t mean there can
be no market-rate housing in

Detroit, but it means that
developers can’t build solely
for profit. Many developers
would not want to do that
anyway, because it means

building fewer units, but with
good market conditions and a
lot of capital to invest they can

develop housing for higher
rental rates. This can give

Detroiters options in
neighborhoods where the
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vacancies are now mostly
decaying, and where the crime
is significant. While it’s likely it

will be discussed by the
council e79caf774b
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